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Vistas: Artists on the Canadian Pacific Railway is an important and critical record of the history of the construction of the CPR and its effects on an emerging nation, as portrayed through the eyes of the photographers and painters encouraged to promote the railway during its infancy in the mid 1880s to the early 1900s. 

The publication Vistas: Artists on the Canadian Pacific Railway was produced in conjunction with the Glenbow-organized touring exhibition by the same name, on display at Glenbow Museum from June 20 to September 20, 2009. Written by guest curator Roger Boulet and featuring an essay by Terry Fenton, the publication perfectly marries an art historical perspective within the broader historical outlook of the creation of the railway and its effect on the country. The project focuses on Western Canada, in particular British Columbia, and provides a readable, well-researched and accessible story about the inclusion of mountain landscape images in the development of Canadian landscape painting in the late Post-Confederation period, extending to the onset of the First World War. Its pages overflow with more than 55 majestic paintings of the newly discovered wilderness by renowned artists such as Lucius O’Brien, F.M. Bell-Smith, and Thomas Mower Martin, and more than 60 photographs by William McFarlane Notman and others who documented the landscape and its attractions to tourists. 
The primary goal of this project was to create a significant resource on the subject of the Canadian Pacific Railway’s artists’ pass program and how it contributed to the emergence of a Canadian visual identity. This publication distills existing research and provides this information in the political context of the construction of the transcontinental as a promise to British Columbia upon its joining Confederation. 

Another goal was to prominently feature works from Glenbow’s permanent impressive art collection and archival photographs, as well as to showcase the museum’s strength in the subject matter of works by artists who benefited from CPR passes and other incentives. Including over 50 images from Glenbow’s own collections reinforced the museum’s role as an important contributor to the national arts community, by publishing and exhibiting more of its substantial art collection. 
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Other objectives were to explore the transformations of meaning that the included artworks and photographs have engendered since their creation; to produce a major, high quality publication of lasting value in English and in French; and disseminating the latest research to a wider public beyond the exhibition walls. 

Both a research publication and exhibition catalogue, Vistas stands out as a noteworthy and substantial contribution to the historical narrative of our country by providing  the public with valuable information on important artists, their works and on the introduction of mountain landscape as a popular Canadian imagery of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
The publication is available in both English and French versions.
